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Fromtht:"  ■• 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RADIO  SERVICE 


January  2,  1948 


Our  Visitor  from  "Down  Under" 


This  week,  wefye.had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  us  honorary  NARFD  member, 
John  Douglass,  Director  of  Rural  Broadcasts^  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission. 
His  "visit  is  a  kind  of  sequel  to  Wallace  Kadderly's  (.KGWS  Portland)  visit  to 
Australia  last  summer  under  ABC's  auspicesc 

Here  in  Washington,  John'  has  been  making  recordings  with  various  Department 
people  (including  Secretary  Anderson)  with  a  story  to  tell  to  his  Australian 
listeners.     He  also  has  been  doing  spade  work  toward  getting  more  cooperation 
among  us  farm  broadcasters  in  various  countries,, 

We  asked  John  for  his  impressions  so  far  of  U.S.  farm  radio* u »« and  some  back- 
ground on  Australian  farm  radio  (See  pp.  4-5) 

John  would  appreciate  hiving  from  you  RFD's  accounts  and  pictures  of  your- 
selves and  your  farm  broadcasting  activities^     Address  them  to  him  at  the  A. B.C. 
Building,  William  Street,  Sydney,  Australia*, 

See  p.  5  for  tentative  information' about  John's  U.S.  travels© 


On  the  Grain-Saving  Front 


The  5-man  industrial  advisory  committee  cf  the  grain  conservation  committee 
is  meeting  here  Tuesday  the  6thr     It  will  review  what's  been  done  on  grain  saving 
and,  in  general,  size  up  the  effectiveness  of  the  voluntary  control  program©  As 
you  recall,  this  is  a  sub- committee  of  the  industry  committee  on  which  KARFD  is 
represented. 

USDA,  in  cooperation  with  Interior,  will  soon  have  a  comprehensive  piece  on 
rat  control  that  we  will  pass  along  to  youQ     Meanwhile,  we  again  refer  you  to 
county  agents  and  State  Extension  offices  for  plans  of  intensive  rat  control  pro- 
grams in  your  area. 


•  As  part  of  the  drive  against  grain-damaging  insects,  we* re  highlighting 
steps  to  control  pantry  insects  on  pc  Z? 


Freight  Rate  Increase 


On  December  30,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  authorized  the  railroads 
a  20%  temporary  increase  in  basic  freight  rates  and  chargeso     This  increase  re- 
places the  interim  increase  of  10%  allowed  last  October*     So,  when  the  new  rates 
go  into  effect  ( probably* Monday,  January  5)  they  will  be  10%  higher  than  at 
present.     The  new  increase  will  expire  not  later  than  June  30  of  this  year*  In 
the  neantime,  ICC  will  continue  to  study  the  railroads'   petition  for  higher  freight 
rates  before  announcing  permanent  freight  rate  limits* 

Exceptions  to  the  higher  freight  rates  were  allowed  for  certain  mining  product' 
but  no  special  consideration  was  given  to  farm  products0 

Agricultural  Prices  Report 


BAE's  December  29  report  on  Agricultural  Prices  reveals  that  farmers  are 
having  little  luck  outdistancing  rising  costs,     The  report-  shows  .that  t  .?  ...  ... 

■The  index  of  prices  farmers  receive--broke.  all  previous  records  and  iumped 
5%  .during  the  month  ended  December  15^.^0 or  to  301%  of  the  1909-14  average*  But*— 

The  level  of  prices  farmers  pay--reached  a  new  record  of  245%  of  the  1910-14 
average. v . ^breaking  the  record  set  the  previous  month  for  the  tenth  time  during 
'47, 

U.  So  Specialists  Report  on  Syria     •  • 

Some  leading  U.S0  agricultural  authorities  helped  with  another  report  just 
out  on  recommended  agricultural  development-  in  a  strategic  "part  of  the  world— Syria- 

•Dr.  Franklin  S.  Harris,  President  of  Utah  State  Agricultural  College,  headed 
the, mission  to  Syria  and  other  countries  of  the  Near  Easte     Other  members  included 
Dr.  Robert  Buchanan,  Director  of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
and  Dean  of  the  agricultural  college* 

Yfe'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  report0 

Foot-and-Mouth  Control  Summary  .   .  ■  ■ 

We  have  been  able  to  get  for  you  a  report  to  persons  concerned  with  the  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  control  work  in  Mexico,     It  gives  fairly  comprehensively  the 
story  to  date. 

Note  in  particular  in  the  enclosure  : 


1.  Statement  by  Dr.  B.  T*  Simmss  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry    on  p32 

2.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture's  Advisory  Committee  on  Foot- 
and-Mouth  Disease  on  p4  7. 

3.  Report  and  recommendations  of  the  future  foot-and-mouth -disease  program 
made  by  the  Sub-Committee  on  Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  of  The  House  Committe  on 
Agriculture  on  p.  8. 
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International  4-H  Club  Activities 

Federal  Extension  Director  M.  L.  .Wilson  has  forwarded  to  the  States  a  com- 
prehensive letter  outlining  T48  plans  for  4-H  action  in  dealing  with  international 
activities*     These  activities  may  offer  leads  for  local  radio  features© '  They 
are : 

International  farm  youth  exchange  projects  —  with  delegations  of  U.S.  farm  youth 
going  to  European  countries,  and  those  countries  in  turn  sending  groups  to  U.S. 
farming  communities.     To  help  promote  better  international  understanding  at  level 
of  average  citizen. 

Vegetable  Seeds  to  Europe  —     Plan  developed  by  the  American  Seed  Trade  Association, 
in  cooperation  with  Church  World  Service >  Inc.,  for  making  vegetable  seed  available 
to  European  countries. 

Food  and  clothing  relief  this  winter  —  The  CARE  organization  (Cooperative  for 
American  Remittances  to  Europe,  Inc.)  has  offered  a  special  service  to  Extension 
youth  groups  desiring  to  channel  contributions  through  the  Washington  office  of 
CARE  this  winter. 

And  while  speaking  of  youth  activities,  we  might  add  that  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  will  help  meet  the  world  food  emergency  in  '48  through  "Bushels  of  Food 
Campaign  —  19480     Save  a  bushel,  grow  a  bushel,   share  a  bushel* '* 

Controlling  Pantry  Insects 

For  the  benefit  of  those  of  you  who  have  women's  features  on  your  programs... « 
and  for  such  missionary  work'  as  the  rest  of  you  ray  do  with  women's  program 
director s . .  ■>  .we f  re  summarizing  points  in  a  drive  to  control  insects  that  destroy 
grain  and  other  food  products  in  the  kitchen  and  pantry: 

1.  Clean  pantry  shelves  thoroughly  after  removing  packages  of  food* 

2e  Spray  the  cupboard  interiors  vith  5%  DDT* 

3.  Destroy  only  heavily  infested  packages  of  food- 

4.  Heat  products  to  140  degrees  Fc  for  ^  hour  to  sterilize  them* 

5*     Store  unifested  food  in  metal  or  glass  containers  with  tightfitting 
coversa 

Test  Run  of  Heated  Refrigerator  Cars 


Next  week,  a  train  with  8  or  10  heated  refrigerator  cars  of  fruit  is  leaving 
Yakima,  Washington. ...  headed  for  Chicago  by  a  northern  route,     Formerly,  when  a 
car  of  fruit  got  down  near  the  freezing  point,  it  was  necessary  to  run  it  into  a 
roundhouse  to  warm  up.     Using  heat  in  a  refrigerator  car  is  a  fairly  new  develop- 
ment , 

USDA  Transportation  specialists  will  ride  through  with  the  train  to  observe 
the  operations  of  the  equipment  and  the  behavior  of  the  fruit a     Kendall  McClarren, 
information  man  for  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineer- 
ing, is  accompanying  the  train*     It  is  due  in  Chicago  around  January  ll-12ft 
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Australian  and  Uo  S,  Farm  Radio 


John  Douglass,  Agricultural  Director  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission 
was  here  this  week,    We  asked  him  to  give  us  for  the  RFD  Letter  some  impressions 
of  Ue  So  farm  radio^  and  some  comments  on  Australian  farm  'radio*     His  observations 
f  ollowo 

"My  chief  interest  in  visiting  this  country  was  to  investigate  and  see  Farm 
Radio0     It  was  the  lessen  I  had  teen  taught  previously  by  Wallace  Kadderly  and 
the  late  'Mert'  Emmert  that  enabled  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  to 
make  such  a  success  of  'The  Country  Hour ; c 

"What  are  my  impressions  up  to  date?    Well,  the -best  lessons  to  be  gained 
are  from  individuals,  and  the  handling  of  the  individual  programs 9     I  like  the 
friendly  approach,  but  not  the  "super  suoer  sponsored  pusher-*  o     Hal  Renollet  and 
others  who  have  the  announcer  sneak  the  commercials  do  best  in  my  opinions  I 
liked  Hal  and  the  others  who  had  a  good  story  to  tell — an  interesting;  important 
agricultural  story  that  would  hold  the  urban,  audi.ence.     At  the  same  time>  a  good 
technical  lesson  was  always  included,     I  think  your  presentation  of  the  orogram 
good — the  direction  of  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  was  superbo 

"Outside  Farm  Radio,  I  find  the.  ordinary  commercial  hard  to  listen  to  (raaybe 
professional  jealousy) .but  remember  we  have  just  as  many  ( commercials ;  in  our 
commercial  radio  as  you  havee     I  do  think^  however,  that  blatant,  cver'-or olenged s 
and  commercial  olugs  of  doubtful  merit  ard  not  good  sales  talk.     It  is  my  experi- 
ence that  subtle  ads  are  best*     I  feel  that  if  Farm  Radio  set  a  standard  of  com- 
mercials on  the  conservative,  subtle  side  they  would  gain  great  support  from. the 
larger,  wealthier  firms, 

"The  classical  case  of  advertising  in  our  ocinion  is  based  on  this  tyoe  of 
worko     A  nrogram  is  introduced  on  the  air  tabbing  the  locality-  region,  and  type 
of  operation,-.     The  owner- operator  is  then  introduced,  and  t  rough  an  interview, 
or  actual  braodcast  in  the  field,  oroves  to  the  audience  that  his  product  is  as 
perfect  as  xhis  "hole  operation  (described  in  detail)  and  aimed  solely  at  g'aining 
quality,." 

"The  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  is  the  Australian  equivalent  of  BBC* 
We  do,  however,  in  Australia  have  a  great  number  of  commercial  network  and  in- 
dividual stations.     The  ABC  is  financed  by  a  tax  of  about  £3.25  per  radio  set- 
We  have  no  bother  with  sponsors,  but  owing  to  strong  competition  from  commercial 
radio  must  maintcin  certain  standards, 

"Having  no  sponsors  or  Government  interference  allows  us  to  give  maximum 
public  servicec     In  the  Rural  Section,  we  have  'The  Country  Hour' — Ncnday  to 
Friday-.     A  gardening  talk  Friday  evening  and  a  Sunday  morning  session^-     The  pro- 
grams are  largely  network  through  36  staticnsc     There  are  State  programs,  parti- 
cularly market,  v;eather,  and  other  reports  and  some  agricultural  features*  We 
also  have  a  few  regional  programs ^  '•  : 


"The  Country  Hour  is  composed  of 


1. 

3  minutes  agricultural  news 

6o 

2. 

3  minutes  Interstate  markets 

7. 

33 

6  minutes  State  markets 

8, 

4» 

Music  break 

93 

5. 

10  minutes  National  news 

5  minutes  State  news  and  weather 
Music  bre  ale 

6-12  minutes  agricultural  features 
Musical  break 

"The  Lav.sens"  a  farm  family  serial 
containing  agrieultural  lesson's,  etc 


"We  feature  every  Thursday  'Agriculture  in  Other  Lands*,  an  International 
feature.     The  various  accents  (in  some  cases  an  interpreter  is  employed)  lend 
attraction  to  the  program.     It  is  my  idea  this  feature  should  be  fostered  by  all 
to  jog  us  out  of  our  parochial  attitude. 3 .  •• to  put  agriculture  in  its  right  place 
as  the  best,  and  maybe  the  only  way,  to  maintain  neace, 

"In  my  opinion,  newspapers  have  failed  to  give  agriculture  its  right  place 
in  the  national  and  international  sphere,  and  I  am  looking  for  radio  to  grasp  the 
opportunity  presented  to  put  agriculture  in  its  right  perspective  in  World  Affairs." 

Note:     We'll  have  something  to  say  later  about  specific  ideas  discussed  with 
Mr.  Douglass  for  furthering  international  cooperation  in  Farm  Radio* 

John  Douglass'  Travel  Plans 

When  John  Douglass  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  left  here  yester- 
day, he 'said  he  would  leave  New  York  early  in  the  New  Year  enroute  s outhwestward. 
He  couldn't  give  us  dates,  but  here  are  tentative  points  for  stop-overs 9  with 
contacts  of  RFD's  who  invited  him  (at  Chicago  NARFD  meeting)  to  stop  by: 

Columbus,  —  Bill  Zipf,  WBNS. . . . « Cincinnati^  ?)  —  Ben  Werk,  WKRC. ... .Nashville 
—  John  McDonald,  WSIff.o . .*New  Orleans  —  (?).*... Fort  Worth  —  Layne  Beaty,  WBAP 
♦♦...Mexico  City  --  (Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Pr ogram) . . • » .Los  Angeles  —  (?)**••« 
Portland  (?)  **  Wallace  Kadderly,  KGW* 

For  any  of  you  who  are  interested,  we'll  do  our  best  to  get  for  you  more 
definite  information  about  Mr.  Douglass'  travel  schedulea     But  we  can't"  give  you 
definite  promises0 


Atomic  Energy  and  the  American  Farmer 

David  Lilienthal,  chairman  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  has  outlined 
specific  ways  that  the  work  on  atomic  energy  will  benefit  farmers. 

Lilienthal  spoke  of  the  use  of  radiophosphorus  in  tracing  the  course  of 
fertilizer  elements  through  a  plant  as  the  basis  for  new  knowledge  on  use  of  plant 
foods.     And  he  said  that  studies  aim  id  at  control  of  insects  will  be  aided  by  the 
radioisotope  techniques.     And  plant  disease  can  be  observed  in  a  wholly  new  way. 

At  the  same  time,  Lilienthal  warns  us  not  to  take  any  stock  at  this  stage  in 
the  vivid  claims  of  great  stimulation  of  growth  and  production  by  use  of  radioactive 
material^  directly  on  the  farm  as  fertilizers  or  in  feeds.     He  says  they  are  not 
tested  and  proved.     He  suggests  looking  to  the  scientists  at  the  State  and  Federal 
agricultural  Experiment  stations  for  information  on  practical  farming  applications 
of  atomic  energy* 

Early  Marketing  of  Range  Cattle 

A  new  Forest  Service  f older. .. ."Early  Marketing  of  Range  Cattle  Fays".... 
says  continued  high  production  of  cattle  is  threatened  bv  decreases  in  Western 
hay  and  grain  reserves.  And  it  suggest  how  to  meet  the  threat.  You  can  offer 
copies  to  listeners. 


A  M  0  N  G    0  U  R  S  E,L.  V  E  £  ,  .  ..        ......  .  -  ;  - 

Television  Network  Outlook  .  ,>  -         ..  ;  ; .. 

Broadcasting  Magazine  carries  in. its  Dec,   15  -issue  (pp*  100- 101 )  AT&T's 
outlook  for  television  network  extensione 

The  Bell  System  already  has  about  7,000  miles  of  coaxial  cable  and  radio 

relay  routes  installed  or  under  constructions     AT&T  says  2-way  TV  program   :  t% 

service ' between  New  York  and  Chicago,  with  connections  at  Philadelphia.  I 

Pittsburgh,  Cleveland  and  St.  Louis,  will.be  available  shortly  after  the  jj 

completion  of  the  Phi ladelohia*— Chi cago  coaxial.. cable .  line  .next  year©               ....  |  ^ 

The  New  York-Washington  route  will  be  extended  next  year  to  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  with  connecting  equipment  at  Richmond*.  '.-        t ......  .,-  -t 

In  1949,  additional  television  equipment  can  be  made  available,  for  .  ■ 
application  on  other  routes— for  example,  to  Detroit,  Dayton^.  Cincinnati;  and  . 
"Indianapolis*     Radio  reL-ay-  construct  ion- -on-  -the.  .New  York-Chicago  route  also  will 
be  started  next  year  and  this  is  planned  for.  completion  in  194.9 *  ,  This,  route 
will  also  provide  for  branching  facilities  to  such  major  cities  as  Pittsburgh 
and  Cleveland* 

A  map  (p,  101)  shows  Bell  system  coaxial  cable  ancf  radio  relay  routes,  i  4  _  ^ 
ih'c'lu'ding  those  already  developed,  under  construction,  and  .planned^,  , 

NARFD  Television  Committee  -•  •;  ;  -  : 

NARFD  Prexy,  "Chuck"  Worcester  of  WMI  Cedar  Rapids ^  announces  an  NARFD 
Television  Committee  for  '48  to  study  TV  activities  and  opportunities  in  the  farm 
field »     The  members  were  selected  from  different  points  around,  the  country  where 
TV  is  now  operating  or  where  definite  plans  are  being  made  for  its  operation*"' 
The  membership  is:     Chairman.  Bob  Child,  WGYj  Layne  Beaty,  WBAPj  Joe  Bier,  WOR; 
Charley  Sschbach-  'USDA,  Boston;  Ken  Gapen4  USDAj  Nelson  Mclninch,  KFIj  Everett 
Mitchell,  ITBC3  Mai'  Hansen,  WOW, 


...-•.Kenneth  M-  Gapen  r 
'■'       "'■  Ass't,  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures  j  *  " ' 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  Summary 
Laying  Flock  Economy 
Poultry  Production  Costs 
Urge  Fowl  Consumption 

*     *      »  V 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


January  16,  19^8 

On  The  Grain  Saving  Front 

Activity  is  increasing  in  the  campaign  to  save  graiVr; 

The  brewers  have  "been  invited  to  come  here  next  Tuesday  to  discuss  grain 
saving  with.'  the  Secretary.    An  attempt  will  be  made  to  negotiate  a  voluntary 
agreement* 

Later  this  month,  other  industry  groups  are  being  invited  in  for  similar 
discussions:    wheat  flour  millers,  bakers,  mixed  feed  manufacturers,  dry  corn 
millers,  self -rising  wheat  flour  blenders,  meat  packers,  poultry  industry. 
With  these  groups,  just  as  with  the  brewers,  voluntary  grain-saving  agreements 
will  be  sought  for  the  respective  groups  * 

Meanwhile,  the  drive  increases  against  rats  and  insects . 

A  new  comprehensive  publication  on  "Rat  Control  Methods prepared  by 
Interior  and  TJSDA . . ..  has  gone  down  to  the  Extension  Services,  It  gives  the 
latest  word  on  various  baits  and  other  control  methods,  and  suggestions  on 
how  to  organize  a  control  campaign. 

The  next  60  days  is  the  time  to  push  control  of  cattle  grubs .  They're 
now  coming  up  on  the  animals'  backs.. 

And  grain  fumigation  is  much  in  order  now.  If  farmers  save  the  5  per- 
cent the  insects  usually  get,  this  will  add  greatly  to  grain  supplies. 

In  the  next  3  weeks,  a  campaign  will  be  outlined  against  corn  borers. 


Future  of  Farm  Labor  Program 

USDA's  farm  labor  program  has  come  to  an  end.    All  Mexican  workers  for 
which  the  Department  was  responsible  are  out  of  the  country.    All  other 
workers  have  been  repatriated  or  transferred  to  employers  under  contracts. 
The  labor  camps  officially  close  as  of  Jan.  31.    And  the  placement  work 
closed  Dec.  31.    However,  various  States  are  continuing  certain  activities 
related  to  labor.    New  York  and  other  States,  for  example,  are  continuing 
work  on  labor  utilization,  volunteer  youth  programs,  arid  housing  for  farm 
labor.    Check  with  your  State  Extension  on  its  plans  along  these  lines. 

And  cheok  with  the  Employment  Service  on  plans  for  placement  activities. 
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USDA  Budget  for  '49 

In  this  week's  Budget  Message  to  Congress,  President  Truman  said,  "Price 
support  will  "be  needed  in  the  future,  tut  the  parity  formula  should  "be  re- 
vised to  reflect  "basic  changes  in  priori  relationships  and  improvements  in 
agricultural  technology.    Price  supports  should  "be  regarded  chiefly  as  devices 
to  safeguard  farmers  against  forced  telling  under  unfavorable  conditions  and 
economic  depression.    However,  they  should  "be  revised  so  as  not  to  he  so  high 
as  to  encourage  over-production  of  pa  rticular  commodities, 11  The  President 
pointed  out  that  CCC  is  the  main  agency  to  carry  out  price  supports,  and 
recommended  that  "the  Corporation  he  rechartered. . .with  a  Federal  Charter 
in  place  of  its  present  State  charter,  and  that  its  present  capital  and  "bor- 
rowing authority  he  renewed." 

Commenting  on  reductions  in  fund.s  for  the  Agricultural-  Conservation  - 
Program  for  r48,  the  President  said,    "It  is  necessary,  however,  that  this .. 
program  he  restored  in  order  to.  prevent  a  serious  reduction  in  the  fertility 
of  our  soil  as  a  result'  of  the  high  production  induced  hy  heavy  foreign  and 
domestic  demands,  for  agricultural  products.    I  therefore  ask  the  Congress 
to  make  more  adequate  provision  for  the  conservation  and  use  program  "by 
authorizing  a  300-million-dollar  program  for  the  19^9  crop  year." 

The  total  recommended  USDA  hudgeit  for  '^9  Is  65C  million  dollars . 

Mailings  and  Enclosures 

We ' d  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  testimony  .of  Secretary 
Anderson  on  the  European  Recovery  (Mar-shall)  Plan,    This  statement  gives  the 
story  (with  maps)  of  what's  happened  to  Europe's  food  sources ..  .and  gives 
estimated  export  needs  of  major  U.  S.    commodities  ^y-^ears- through  1951-52, 

Mailed  direct  to  you  was, a  schedule  of  release  dates  for  s-kQ  BAE  ;^££P, 
livestock,  and  other  reports.    And  BAE   Situation  Reports  went  out  this  week 
on  Livestock  and  Meat,  Eats  "and  Oils,  -Poultry  aiid  Eggs,  and  Vejetahles^. 

Clark  of  Wisconsin  Goes  With  FAO 


Nohle  Clark,  Association  Director    of  the  Wisconsin  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  has  "been  appointed  Depulty  Director  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization.    the  agricultural- "brand  h  of  .United  Nations.    He  is  on  5  months 
leave  from  Wisconsin. 

Hew  Grassland  Report 

A  Joint' committee  ori  grassland  f  %  rming. .  * representing  USDA,  State  exper- 
iment stations,  and  various;  $ndustriefe  and  organizations . ..has  Just  come  out 
with  a  report, "  "Greenfields  Are  Gold ""«■  (We  understand  .copies  are  not' avail - 
able.    But  the  State  Exper^mont  £t.lti>on  agronomist  .should  know  the  facts... 
and  he  ahle  to  give  you  a  story,....""  ' 

Northeastern  ACP  Meeting 

A  Northeastern  meeting  on  the  Agr  icultur#3-  Conservation  Program  will  he 
held  in  New  York,  Jan.  22-23  to  la3r  P»  2-aas  ^oa?  the  program. 
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Garden  Conferences  Coming  Up 

.    •  "Freedom  Gardens"  will  get. -.much' -the  same  push  this  year  as  'Victory  Gar- 
dens" did  during  and  following  the  war.    The  chief  talking  points  will  "be: 
(a)  Save  food  for  emergency  food  needs  abroad,   (b)  help  combat  inflation  here 
at  home,  (c)  improve  nutrition.    Both  farm  and  non-farm  families  will  be  asked 
to  grow  gardens.     In 'urging  urban. and  suburban  families  to  garden  again  in 
*kQf  they  will  be  reminded  of  the  various  efforts  farm  families  are  making 
to  save  grain  and  other  foods.  . 

Major  meetings  on  the  garden  program  coming  up  in  the  near  future 
include: 

National  Garden  Conference  --  Feb.  2  --  Statler  Hotel,  Washington,  D.C. 
This  meeting,  sponsored  by  the  National  Garden  Institute,  is  designed  to 
assess,  and  focus  attention  on,  the  need  for  gardening  this  year.    The  ten- 
tative speakers'  list  includes  Secretaries  Anderson  and  Marshall,  James 
Stillwell  of  the  Cabinet  Food  Conservation  Committee,  D.  A.  Fitzgerald  of 
FAO,  and  others.  ,  , 

Central  States  Garden-  Conference  --  Jan.  23.  --  Blackstcne  Hotel,  Chicago. 

Northeastern  States  Garden  Conference  --  Feb.  3  --  USDA  Ausitorium, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

You,  of  course,  are  invited  to  attend  these  meetings. 

As  you  recall,-;  meetings  already  have  beenhe'ld  in  New  Orleans,  Atlanta, 
and  Portland,.  Oregon. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

H.  E.  Bennett,.  S.CS  --  New  York  --  Jan.  ;20  .--  to  talk  before  American  Geo- 
logical Society;           Lansing  --  Jan    28  --  for  4-H  Club  week  at  State  College. 

L.  B.  Howard,  Bur.  Agr'l.  &  Ind.  Chem.  --  Omaha  --  March.  3-6  --  Chemurgic 
Council  meeting.    Stopping  at  Fontenelle  Hotel. 

Dillard  B    Lasseter,  FHA  --  Dallas. --  Jan.  21; --  Atlanta  --  Jan.  23.  Con- 
tact FHA  offices.-'  ••  - 

E.  H..Shinn  --  Ext.  k-E  Leader  for  South       State  College,  Miss.  -  Jan.  21-26; 
.   .   .  Baton  Eouge  --  Jan.  28-Feb.  5;   .   .   .  New  Orleans       Feb.  6-7;   .   .  . 
Knoxville  --  Feb.  9-10;       .  .  Lexington  --  Feb.  11-13.'   All'  contacts  other 
than  New  Orleans  with  State..  V-H  Leader. 

M.  L.  Wilson,  Dir.  Extension  --  Chicago  —  Jan.  23  for  Garden  Conference  at 
Blackstone  Hotel. 

Roy  W.  Lennartson  -  Ass't.  Dir.  Poultry  Br.,  PMA  --  Atlanta  -  Jan.  16-20  -- 
at  Convention  of  Southeast  Poultry  and  Egg  Association.    Contact  Arthur  W. 
Susott.  .= .  ■.  .    .  . 


Watch  For  Farm  Youngsters  Going  Abroad 


Plans  were  announced  this  week  for  international  exchange  of  farm  "boys  and 
girls  this  year. 

About  25  U.  S.  farm  "boys  and  girls  (18  years  or  older)  will  go  to  Europe 
this  summer,  under  a  plan-  approved  Jan.  9  "by  the  Committee  on  Extension  Or- 
ganization and  Policy  of  the  Land  Grant  College  Association.    State  nomina- 
tions for  those  to  go  are  due  "by  April  1.    The  hope  is  to  have  those  chosen 
attend  the  National  4-H  Club  Camp  here  in  June,  and  leave  from  here  for  Europe. 
The. entire  group  is  expected  to  "be  in  England  for  the  Royal  Show  early  in 
July,  and  then  split  up... with  some  staying  in  England  and  others  going  to 
Denmark,  Holland,  Belgium,  France,  Norway,  Italy,  Sweden,  and  Switzerland. 
The  group  staying  in  England  are.  likely  to  he  home  ah out  Oct .  1 . . .the  others 
perhaps  a  month  or  so  later. 

A  group  of  farm  young  people  from  European  countries  is  expected  to  come 
over  here,  with  their  trip  timed  so  they  can  take  in  the  American  Royal  at 
Kansas  City,  and  the  Club  Congress  in  Chicago. 

The  budget  for  each  of-  bur  delegates  is  about  $900.    Since  no  Govern- 
ment funds  are  available,  $300  is  to  come  from  State  and  local  4-H  and  other 
groups $600  from  various  private  organizations.    USDA  agencies,  State  De- 
partment, affiliated  organizations  of  Rural  Youth  of  USA,  National  Grange, 
and  various  private  organizations  are  cooperating  in  the  project. 

Possible  radio  angles  on  this  project  include:   (a)  Interviews  with  U.  S. 
delegates  selected  prior  to,  and  perhaps,  during  Club  Camp,   (b)  some  arrange- 
ment to  get  back  reports  from  youngsters  from  your  locality  while  they're 
abroad,   (c)  some  systematic  radio  use  after  they  return,   (d)  radio  use  of 
European  delegates  in  this  country. 

Notes:    Anent  efforts  of  John  Douglass  of  Australian  Broadcasting  Com- 
mission along  these  lines ... .Looks  as  if  exchange  plan  may  be  extended  to 
Australia  this  year  or  next'.  ;  " 


New  Publications 

"Flaxseed  in  American  Farming"  --  examines  the  supply  position  of  flax- 
seed in  the  U.  S.  about  1955;  after  demand  has  settled  down  to  stable  peace- 
time situation. . .evaluates  competitive  position  of  flaxseed  and  alternative 
crops . ^ .and  estimates  probable  acreage  and  production  "pattern.  (Technical 
Bulletin  No.  938  D  ■"•   '  "  "  

"The  National  Turkey  Improvement  Plan"  --is  revision  of  publication  issued 
in  19hk,     (Misc.  Pulbication  No.  5.55.) 


"Nutritional  Qualities  of  Range  Forage  Plants  in  Relation  to  Grazing  with 
Beef  Cattle  on  the  Southern  Plains  Experimental  Range"  --  Technical  Bulletin 
No.  9^3 • )  ; 

"Federal  Crop  Insurance  on  Cotton"  --  is  a  small,  k -page  folder  giving  the 
A,B,C's  of  cotton  insurance.  (PA-38. ) 

Note:    Single  copies  available  to  you  of  first  three  publications.  You 
can  offer  cotton  insurance  folder  for  general  distribution. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


When  Farm  People  Listen  to  Radio? 


At  the  NARFD  meeting  in  Chicago  in  December,  Roy  Park,  of  the  Agricultural 
Advertising  and  Research,  Inc.,  commented  on  surveys  as- to  when  farmers  lis- 
ten to  radio.    He  said,  "A  survey  my  research  department  made  among  farms 
and  rural  homes  last  summer  in  the  Central  Up-State  New  York  area  found  out  for 
me  that  in  that  particular  area  1.16  percent  of  the  farmers  were  likely  to  "be 
listening  to  the  radio  at  10:15  --  at  12:00  noon  70.18  percent  will,  likely  he 
tuned  in. " 

Park  compared  time  factor  differences  between  Iowa  and  North  Central 
New  York  State,  as  revealed  "by  his  staff  and  that  of  Dr.  Forest  L.  Whan  in 
Iowa.    He  says,  "In  New  York,  we  found  only  2,33  percent  of  the  farm  men 
were  likely  to  listen  to  their  radios  "between  5*30  and  '6:00  in  the  morning. 
In  Iowa,  Dr„  Whan  found  that  10.8  percent  of  the  farmers  might  he  reached  at 
that  time.    Now,  by  seven  in  the  morning,  New  York  reaches  a  potential  38-52 
percent  and  Iowa  3T«1  percent.    "Very  similar  and  the  peak  hits  at  the  same 
time . 

"At  mid-day  we  get  the  same  type  of  comparison.    In  Iowa,  11:30  to  12:00 
finds  15.9  percent  of  the  farmers  by  their  radios  and  in  New  York  only  about 
h  percent .but  at  12: 00. r. Iowa  has  6l  percent  of;. its  farmers  available  and 
New  York  70 . 8  percent . " 

WLW's "Generation  on  Trial" 

Brenton  Grant  of  WLW  reports  a  new  series  of  dramatized  programs  on  soil 
conservation,  "Generation  on  Trial".    The  series  will  run  at  least  16  shows, 
Saturday  nights  at  7:00  p.m.,  starting  January  2k.    He  says,   "We  believe  that 
our  function  is  to  overcome  the  lassitude  of  the  general  public  toward  con- 
servation matters  to  make  it  a  common  subject  of  conversation.     The  second 
script  points  up  the  feasibility  of  interested  individuals1  working  through 
organizations  to  which  they  already  belong. „ . churches ,  and  church  groups, 
women's  clubs,  service  clubs,  unions,  and  industrial  organizations." 

Northeastern  RFD  Committee 

Prexy  "Chuck"  Worcester  of  NARFD  has  announced  a  committee  headed  by 
RFD  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ,  New  York,  to  plan  any  desired  RFD  meeting  activities 
in  connection  with  various  farm  events  during  the  year. 

Applying  Advertising  Know-How 

During  the  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  here  in  November,  Adrian 
Head  of  J.  Walter  Thompson  Advertising  Company,   (420  Lexington  Ave.,  New 
York  17,  N.Y. )  talked  about  "Financial  Planning  Work  of  Commercial  Agencies." 
In  this  very  objective,  pithy  talk,  Mr.  Head  leads  off  with  comments  on 
the  advent  of  "social"  advertising,  and  then  applies  processes  of  advertising 
to  heme  financial  planning.    He  goes  through  step-by-step,  listing  one  by 
one,  the  family  •'wants"  to  which  to  appeal, c  .discussing  specific  resistances 
to  be  overcome  .  outlining  how  to  (continued) 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 
Applying  Advertising  Know-How  (cont'd) 

simplify  the  subject  (with  considerable  discussion  a  la  Rudolf  Flesch's  "The 
Art  of  Plain  Talk."    This  talk  well  worth  reading  "by  farm  radio  people. 


Our  title  represents  a  slight  "bit  of  plagiarism  of  "Let's  Write  Easy 
Reading"  "by  Amy  lowing  of  Federal  Extension.    Anyway,  what  Miss  Cowing  says 
in  her  3-page  pJ.oce  about  selection  and  organization  of  f acts ...  short  sen- 
tences ...  simple  words.,  personal  references .. .active  voice  applies  equally 
well  to  radio.    Eer  piece  is  concrete,  to -the -point ,    We'll  be  glad  to  send 
you  a  copy  if  you  request  it. 

Heard  from  KSO's 


"Chet"  Ti,igan  has  moved  from  WLBR  at  Lebanon  to  WPAW  at  Reading,  Pa.  -- 
Arnold  Johnson  has  moved  from  WIBC  Indianapolis  to  WTHI  in  Terra  Haute  -- 
Richard  L.  Kathe  has  moved  from  WMRN  in  Marion,  Ohio  to  WGAR  in  Cleveland. 
Ed  Launer  of  KODY  in  North  Platte  interviewed  award  winners  and  the  Governor 
and  Lt .  Governor  at  an  annual  k-E  Club  Achievement  Day. award  program  Dec.  30 • 
Larry  Kindle  of  KFYR  in  Bismarck,  N.D.,  comments  that  farm  families  up  his 
way  are  relying  heavily  on  agricultural  and  other  radio  programs  for  infor- 
mation these  cold  winter  months.    Robert  Wilson,  western  farm  director  for  CBS 
tells  of  his  daily  6; 00  a.m.  Farm  Journal  over  KNX. . ,but  has  no  information 
as  to  revival  of  the  Saturday  CBS  Western  Farm  Journal  (Pacific  Coast  network) 
which  was  discontinued  during  the  football  season. 


How  to  Write  Easy  Z i s tening 
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RADIO  SERVICE 


On  the  Grain-Saving  Front 

As  you've  already  gathered  from  news  reports ,  the  "brewers  did  not  arrive 
at  a  voluntary  grain  saving  agreement  when  they  met  here  with  the  Secretary 
this  week.    The  Secretary  now  has  3  main  alternatives:     a)  poll  the  indus- 
try on  a  proposal,  t>)  ask  Congress  to  include  the  "brewers  along  with  the 
distillers  under  the  grain  allocation  plan,  or  c)  recommend  other  conser- 
vation measures  to  Congress  under  the  Anti -Inflation  Act. 

Next  week  (the  27th  and  28th),  various  other  "branches  of  the  grain 
and  grain  feeding  industries  are  meeting  here  to  discuss  voluntary  grain- 
saving  agreements.     The  k  major  farm  organizations  also  have  teen  invited 
to  send  representatives. 

(See  page  k  of  our  January  9  Letter  for  estimated  grain  saving  to  that 
time . ) 

Meanwhile,  we  hear  that  prohahly  every  State  will  have  an  organized 
rat-control  campaign,     Inasmuch  as  frozen  "bait  is  not  effective,  the  cam- 
paigns mark  time  during  freezing  weather  . 

On  the  organizational  side,  the  Secretary  has  designated  Ass ftc  Secre- 
tary Brannan  as  Acting  Director  of  the  Office  of  Food  and  Feed  Conservation, 
which  represents  an  expansion  of  the  grain-saving  unit.    A  major  change  is. 
incorporation  of  consumer  food-saving  activities  formerly  carried  on  "by  the 
Luckman  Committee. 


Fuel  and  Gasoline  Warning 

Secretary  Krug  of  Interior  warns  that  the  nation  faces  a  critical 
fuel  oil  and  gasoline  situation.    We're  looking  for  a  statement  on  the 
farm  angle  next  week.    Meanwhile,  Interior  urges  everyone  to  install  no 
equipment  for  oil,  gas,  or  "bottle  gas.,, to  keep  homes  at  68  degrees  or 
"below  during  the  day,  and  60  or  "below  at  night,  .  .cut  driving  to  essentials 
...and  keep  cars,  tractors,  and  trucks  in  first  class  condition. 

A  report  on  the  farm  fuel  oil  and  gasoline  situation  will  "be  sent  to 
the  State  PMA  committees  next  week. 
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Testimony  on  European  Recovery  Program 

This  week,  Secretary  Anderson  testified  "before  the  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee  on  the  European  Recovery  Program.    He  followed  pretty  closely  his 
statement  "before  the  Senate  committee  that  we  sent  you    last  week.    As  an 
indication  of  wheat  needs  over  the  next  few  years,  the  Secretary  compared 
the  European  countries'  estimates  of  their  grain  import  needs... with  our 
estimates  of  imports  available  from  all  sources .    Following  are  estimates 
in  millions  of  tons  of  import  needs  and  availability,  in  that  order:  29-9 
and  19-.5  for  'kf-kB. .  .27-7  and  19-9  for  \kQ-k9.  .  .27.6  and  22.8  for  '^9-50... 
27.4  and  22.8  for  '5O-5I.    In  other  words,  estimated  grain  import  needs  are 
considerably  greater  than  what  apparently  will  "be  available. 

h-E  Club  Week  iMarch  1-7 

March  1-7  is  National  k-E  Club  Week... the  time  when  the  k-E  year  really 
gets  going. 

Some  States  will  carry  on  membership  campaigns ...  others  will  drive  to 
sign  up  members  for  new  projects.    At  least  one  will  hold  a  big  ^-H  winter 
fair.    Check  with  your  State  k-E  leader  for  special  events  in  your  area. 
You  might  want  to  interview  some  individual  club  members  on  plans  for  the 
coming  season. 


Gardening  Interest  Grows 

From  reports  filtering  in  from  the  field,  it  looks  as  if  folks  will 
go  after  their  heme  gardens  stronger  this  year  than  last. w.  in  fact,  as 
strong  as  during  the  war  years,. if  not  mere  so.    In  addition  to  the  ap- 
peal to  save  food  for  abroad,  it's  the  price  of  food  at  the  stores  that  is 
tipping  the  balance  in  many  folks'  minds  to  grow  a  garden. 

The  goal  this  year  is  for  20  million  Freedom  Gardens. 

A  national  garden  conference  will  be  held  here  February  2. 

Vegetable  Seeds  for  Europe 

Farm  people,  especially  k-E  clubs,  are  showing  strong  interest  in  the 
plan  to  send  garden  seeds  to  Europe 

The  American  Seed  Trade  Association  has  adopted  two  vegetable  seed 
assortments  recommended  by  USDA. ..one  for  Northern  Europe  which  contains 
no  squash  or  tomato* . .and  one  for  Southern  Europe  which  omits  Brussels 
sprouts.    The  packages  or  cartons,  with  seed  for  a  family  of  four,  run 
$3.95*     Orders,  accompanied  by  cash,  can  be  placed  with  local  seedsmen. 
The  packages  will  be  handled  through  Church  World  Service,  Inc.,  a  non- 
profit, charitable  organization  with  distribution  facilities  throughout 
Europe  and  Asia.     Seedsmen  must  file  certificates  of  compliance  for  each 
package  with  USDA,  giving  name  and  address  of  donor. 


Colored  Farmers  --  and  the  Changing  South 

At  the  Southwide  Farmer's  Conference  at  Tuskegee  Institute  in  Alabama 
this  week,  Secretary  Anderson  took  stock-  of  agricultural  changes  in  the 
South-.  .'This  was  with  particular  reference  to  the  one  in  four  farmers  in 
the  South... and  one  in  ten  in  the  Nat ion... who  are  colored. 

Noting  the  oncoming  rush  of  machines.,-  the  Secretary  said  a  few  Missi- 
ssippi Delta  farmers  already  have  completely  mechanized.    With  a  mechanical 
cotton  picker,  one  farmer  has  reduced  the  families  on  his  farm  from  150  to 
60.    These  60  families  get  higher  incomes  and  their  houses  are  arranged  in 
a  village  pattern,  with  electric  lights  and  running  water.  '  Each  has  a  garden. 

Looking  still  further  ahead,  our  Mississippi  Delta  Experiment  Station 
reports  that,  under  favorable  conditions,  a  farmer  can  produce-  a  hale  of 
cotton  with  one -fifth  the  labor  required  "by  one -row  equipment  and  hand  methods. 
The  Secretary  said,  "We  can  readily  foresee  that  here  in  the  South  mechaniza- 
tion will  eventually  make  for  larger  farms  and  for  fewer  farms." 

The  Secretary  cited  BAE  estimates  of  close  to  400  thousand  tractors  in 
the  South  now. . .with  nearly  a  million  expected  "by  1950.    He  added  that, 
"Within  a  reasonable  time,  we  may  also  expect  thousands  of  mechanical  cotton 
pickers,  choppers,  and  flame -cultivators  " 

We  recommend  the  Secretary's  talk  for  your  reading- for  a  picture  of 
progress-  of  colored  farmers. . .and  for  indications-  of-  agricultural  changes  that 
will  affect  the  entire  South,  as  well  as  the  rest  of ;  the1,  country . 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Asst.  Sec.  Brannan  --  Cincinnati       Jan.  30       Agr'l.  Crushed  Stone  Assoc. 

Gov.  I.  W.  Duggan,  FCA       Champaign,  111.        Feb.  11  --  Farm  and  Heme  Week. 

Harry  C.  Trelogan,  Research  and  Marketing  Admin.  --  Salt  Lake  City,  Jan..  29  - 
National  Wcol  Growers'  Assoc. 

Florence  Hall,  EXTe        Trenton       Jan.  27-28        (Discussion  of  rural  women's 
efforts  in  building  peace,  at  Womens '  Division  of  Farmers  Week  Program. 

Ray  Turner,  EXT.  k-E  --  Chicago,  Jan.  27-28,  Agrl.  Comm.  American  Bankers' 
Assoc.,  and  Feb,  7,  conference  on  rural  health  with  American  Medical  Assoc. 
At  St.  Paul  --  Jan.  29-31;  Urbana       Feb.  2-6;  East  Lansing  --  Feb.  9-10 
for  k-E  Club  .staff  conferences. 

Fred  Jans,  EXT.        Las  Cruces,  N.M. ,  Feb.  7;  Tuscon,  Feb.  12-16;  Lcs  Angeles, 
Feb.  17-18;  Berkeley,  Feb.  19-22;  Reno,  Feb.  23-25;  Ogden  and  Logan,  Feb.. 
26-28;-  Salt  Lake  City,  FeK  28-29;  Or  and  Junction,  Mar.  1;  Glenwocd  Springs, 
Mar.  2;  Denver,  Mar.  3;  Fort  Collins,  Mar.  4-5.     Contact  through  county 
agent,  or  State  Extension. 


New  Uses  for  Farm  Products  -  -  ■  - 

s-   Directors  of  USDA's  four  Regional  Research  Laboratories  outlined  .for 
us  here  this  week  a  few  of  the  many  developments  coming  out  of  the  research  in 
these  laboratories .  . 

Dr.  P.  A.  Wells ,  of  the  Eastern  Laboratory  at  Philadelphia,  reported  a 
number  of  companies  making  fruit  essence  (by  the  process  the  laboratory  de- 
veloped) to  give  that  "fresh"  flavor  to  cooked  apples  and  other  fruits.  And 
the  laboratory  now  has  a  small  portable  essence  recovery  unit  that  can  be 
taken  cut  and  used  in  the  fruit  producing  areas.    Wells  also  referred  to  new 
developments  with  rutin.    The  laboratory  developed  methods  to  extract  rutin 
from  buckwheat.    Rutin  is  being  used  in  the  treatment  of  some  types  of  high 
blood  pressure.    More  recently,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  reports  that 
rutin  greatly  reduces  injuries  to  rats  from  X-ray  burns,  which  raises  a 
question  about  its  value  in  reducing  internal  hemorrhages  that  result  from 
exposure  to  atomic  rays.    The  laboratory  also  is  continuing  its  work  on 
anti-oxidants  for  lard  (both  home-made  and  manufactured)  which  already  have 
made  it  possible  to  keep  lard  fresh  four  or  five  times  longer  than  formerly, 

From  the  Southern  Laboratory,  Dr.  W.  M.  Scott  reported  improved  treat- 
ments for  cotton  (that  don't  change  the  color,  appearance,  or  feel)  to  make 
them  more  weather-  and  rot-resistant .     In  home  and  laundry  water-softening 
systems,  untreated  bags  last  only  a  month  or  so  while  treated  bags  last  a  year 
or  more.    The  Southern  Laboratory  also  developed  a  method  to  remove  pigment 
glands  from  cottonseed  meal,  which  makes  the  meal  suitable  for  poultry  feed. 

The  Northern  Laboratory  (under  Dr.  G-  E.  Hilbert)  found  how  to  make 
$6  worth  of  riboflavin  (that's  Vitamin  B2)  from  150  worth . of  packing  house 
"stick  liquor."    Dr.  Hilbert  will  discuss  at  the  Chemurgic  Council  meeting 
in  Omaha,  Mar.  3-6,  success  attained  thus  far  in  making  motor  fuel  from 
farm  products  in  the  hope  of  extending  diminishing  petroleum  resources. 

And,  Dr.  M.  J.  Copley  of  the  Western  Laboratory  near  San  Francisco 
told  of  investigations  that  traced  the  flat  taste  of  frozen  peas  to  the  lag 
between- harvest  and  freezing.  '  The  laboratory  is  encouraging  the  freezing 
of  shelled  peas  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  peas  are  shelled. 


Freight  Rate  Increases 

In  our  January  2  Letter  (page  2)  we  reported- freight  rate  increases 
authorized  by  ICC.    Although  freight  rates  were  temporarily  increased 
20  percent,  the  railroads  announced  on  Jan.  13  certain  "hold-down"  rates, 
Instead  of  a  20  percent  increase,  rates  will  be  adjusted  as  follows  on 
the  following  items:    Baled  cotton,  100  a  cwt;  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables, 
20^  a  cwt;:  vegetable  and  nut  oils',  180  a  cwt;  -and  agricultural  limestone, 
300  a  ton.    Those  figures  are  maximum  increases.. 

Special  Weeks  Coming  Up 


Special  weeks  coming  up  include,  "National  Future  Farmers  of  America 
Week,  Feb.  21-27... and  National  Home  Demonstration  Week,  May  2-8. 


The  Information  Job  on  Foot -and -Mouth 


Dallas  Burch  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry ...  just  "back  from  another 
seven  -weeks  in  Mexico. .  .says: 

"It  is  already  common  knowledge  that  technical  skill,  equipment,  and 
money  are  inadequate  to  eradicate  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico  unless 
the  campaign  has  the  support  of  a  substantial  majority  of  the  people  and  of 
Mexican  Army  personnel. " 

Early  press  reaction  was  favorable.    But  Dallas  points  out  that,  "After 
a  few  months  the  newness  of  the  campaign  wore  off  and  the  publicizing  of 
equipment,  indemnity  payments,  and  slaughter  data,  and  related  developments 
lost  their  flavor,  especially  in  the  absence  of  reports  of  real  progress 
against  the  disease.    More  disquieting  still  were  frequent  reports  from 
commission  personnel  in  the  field  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  publicity  the 
campaign  had  received,  large  segments  of  the  rural  population  were  still, 
uninformed  about  the  disease  and  its  danger  to  Mexican  agriculture  and  in- 
dustry." 

Various  agitators  criticized  the  campaign,  and  encouraged  livestock 
owners  to  resist  the  slaughter  of  their  animals.     So  in  July  the  Joint  Com- 
mission on  Foot -and -Mouth  expanded  the  information  program  to  inform  Mexican 
people,  especially  in  rural  districts,  of  the  seriousness  of  the  disease  and 
the  need  to  cooperate  in  control.     Since  many  of  the  country  people  can't 
read  or  write,  the  commission  sent  12  trucks  with  speakers,  record  players, 
and  public  address  systems  to  trouble  spots i    About  100  transcriptions  were 
sent  to  Mexican  radio  stations. 

In  August,  the  information  program  was  expanded  further.    State,  small- 
town, and  rural  advisory  committees  were  set  up. .. something  along  political 
campaign  organization  lines.    The  information  staff  in  Mexico  City  furnishes 
these  committees  press  material,  posters,  and  other  information.  Personal 
contacts  through  these  local  committees  have  a  powerful  influence. 

Dallas  observes  that  experience  with  eradication  of  tick  fever,  T.B  , 
and  other  diseases  in  the  United  States  has  demonstrated  the  great  value 
of  motion  pictures  in  enlisting  high  degree  of  public  support.     The  Mexican 
picture  "La  Aftosa"  has  been  widely  shown  in  Mexico.    He  thinks  a  much  more 
intensive  motion  picture  program. .. including  types  of  pictures  that  make 
their  points  forcefully  and  dramatically  so  as  to  be  remembered. . .would  be 
extremely ' helpful . 

In  fact,  Dallas  concludes  that  U.  S.  experience  has  shown  that  diffi- 
cult veterinary  field  operations  make  good  progress  only  when  preceded  by 
appropriate  information  programs.    He  thinks  increased  information  services 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  control  and  eradication  campaign  in  Mexico. 


State  ACP  Meetings 

State  meetings  scheduled  for  February  to  talk  over  the  '48  Agricul- 
tural Conservation  Program  include:    Iowa,  3-4;  North  Dakota,  4-5;  Minn. 
26-27      Those  of  you  in  other  States  might  check  on  plans. 
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WJZ  Tells  Story  of  New- York's  Food 

Phil  Alampi  passes  along  an  hour-long  night-time  documentary  in  which 
WJZ  told  New  York's -metropolitan  audience  where  its : food  comes  from  and  how 
it  reaches  the  table.    Mainly  through  Phil's'  wire  recordings,  the  show  covered 
the  teeming  markets ,  trucks  feeding  the  markets,  problems  of  farmers  pro- 
ducing the  food,  the  work  at  the  colleges  and  experiment  stations,  and  wound 
up  with  the  farm  and  city  angle  on  food-saving. 

Travels  of  John  Douglass 

Our  latest  word  on  visitor  John  Douglass,  agricultural  director  for 
the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  (and  honorary  member  of  NARFD)  is 
that  he  will  be  in  Los  Angeles  Feb.  8  (c/o  Ross  Gast,  kfk  Terminal  Bldg,) 
...and  then  in  Portland, Oregon,  February  9-15,  visiting  with  Wallace 
Kadderly  of  KGW.    And  then  back  "down  under"  we  presume. 


Meetings'  Coming  Up 

We've  had  word  from  --  Edd  Lemons  of  WKY  in  Oklahoma  City  about  the 
Fourth  Annual  Radio  Conference  at  Oklahoma  University,  Feb.  26-28,  with 
special  farm  radio- panel  on  the  28th . . . and  from  Herb  Plambeck  of  WHO  Des 
Moines  with  the  program  for  the  National  Farm  Institute  Feb.  13-1^  on  "Ag- 
riculture and  World  Reconstruction. " 


Virginia  Tat urn  Joins  CBS  "Country  Journal" 

One  of  our  erstwhile  co-workers . c  .Virginia  Tatum...goes  CSS  with  Don 
Lerch  on  "Country  Journal."    She  debuts  Jan.  31  with  feature  on  problems 
facing  farm  wives.    Virginia  was  program  director  at  WPTF  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 
—  joined  USDA  in  lkk,  where  she  worked  in  various  capacities:    PMA,  Crop 
Insurance,  REA. 
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On  the  Grain-Saving  Front 

Representatives  of  grain  and  feeding  industries  were  unable  to  arrive 
at  any  voluntary  grain-saving  agreements  in  their  meeting  with  Secretary 
Anderson  here  this  week,    The  Secretary  now  has  alternatives  as  outlined 
in  last  week's  story  on  the  meeting  with  "brewers.     (See  page  1  of  our  RFD 
Letter) . 

Meanwhile,  the  Secretary  has  pointed  out  that  hogs  marketed  in  January 
are  "back  close  to  average  weights  of  last  January .. .whereas ,  from  Septem- 
ber through  December,  hogs  averaged  5.  to  15  lbs.  below  the  same  months  in 
'46.    He  calls  attention  to  the  need  for  continuing  to  save  grain  in  the 
Nation's  feed  lots.     In  addition  to  meeting  foreign  needs,  he  emphasized  the 
need  to  save  grain  so  farmers  can  maintain  foundation  breeding  stock.  And 
poultry  officials  remind  that  28  million  more  birds  were  on  farms  the  first 
of  the  year  than  the  goal  called  for.., and  that  there's  still  a  good  deal 
of  culling  to  do. 


Plans  for  World-Wide  Farm  Cooperation 

With  President  Truman's  signature  this  week  of  the  Smith -Mundt  bill, 
plans  are  taking  shape  to  extend  to  other  parts  of  the  world  the  type  of 
agricultural  cooperation  we've  had  with  Latin  American  countries  the  past 
few  years.    The  plans  include  potential  operating  agreements  with  foreign 
Governments  to  set  up  agricultural  stations,  and  assign  U.  S.  experts  to 
advise  foreign  officials  on  agricultural  matters.     This  new  program  will 
help  implement  the  recommendations  of  our  technical  missions  to  the  Middle 
East,  China,  the  Philippines,  and  other  countries,    Future  plans  include 
cooperation  in  an  East-West  belt  including  the  Mediterranean  Basin,  the 
Arabic  countries  and  Liberia,  southern  Asia,  China,  the  Philippine  Islands, 
and  the  rion- self -governing  islands  of  the  South  Pacific. 

The  new  act  also  provides  for  the  extension  of  the  program  for  exchange 
of  agricultural  trainees  and  other  personnel. 

Meetings  for  RFD's 

This  is  just  a  reminder  to  you  about  the  three -day  session  for  RFD's 
here  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  April  27-28-29-    .and  the  agricultural 
sessions  at  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus,  April  30- 
May  3. 


National  4-H  Club  Camp 


National  k-B.  Club  Camp  is  scheduled  for  June  16-23 .    Actually,  with  this 
year's  meeting  it  ceases  for  the  time  "being  to  "be  a  camp.    Because  of  the 
lack  of  adequate  housing  facilities,  the  entire  delegation  "will  "be  housed  in 
the  Raleigh  Hotel.    Meetings  will  "be  held  in  the  "big  Federal  Auditorium 
and  in  the  Jefferson  Auditorium  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Southern  Agricultural  Workers  Meeting 

Several  hundred  agricultural  leaders  will  "be  in  here  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association  of  Southern  Agricultural  Workers,  February  12-13- 
14.    The  program  includes  everything  from  clothing  and  agronomy  to  long- 
range  agricultural  plans  and  Research  and  Marketing  Act  activities.  Also, 
several  sessions  on  agricultural  information, 

USBA.  Official  Travel 

Eau  Claire ,  Wise.  --  Feb.  7       Asst    Sec.  Brannan,  Wise.  Farmers'  Union. 

Fargo,  N.  D.  --  Feb.  4-5  --  G.  F.  Geissler,  Mgr.  Federal  Crop  Insurance, 
and  A.  J.  Loveland,  Dir.  Agr'l.  Conservation  Programs  Branch,  PMA,  for 
meeting  of  county  committees. 

Ames,  Iova  --    Feb.  3-4       Mr.  Loveland;--  Feb.  12  --  and  Oris  V.  Wells, 
Chief  BAE,  for  Iowa  State  Farm  and  Home  Week. 

Pes  Moines  --  Feb.  13  --  Mr.  Wells  for  National  Farm  Institute. 


International  Wheat  Agreement 

The  International  Wheat  Council  (met  here  Jan.  28)  has  devoted  its 
time  so  far  to  statements  by  member  countries.    And  it's  too  early  to  talk 
much  about  possible  outcome.    However,  here  are  a  few  straws  in  the  wind. 

Most  importing  countries  favor  a  4 -year  agreement,  but  the  British  and 
most  other  countries  appear  willing  to  accept  our  proposed  ^>-yea.r  agree- 
ment with  conditions.     (See  page  2  our  RFD  Letter  for  Jan.  9)  However, 
the  British  propose  that  our  proposed  $2  maximum  and  $1.20  minimum  hold  just 
for  the  first  4  years,  and  that  the  final  year  the  minimum  be  dropped  to 
$1.    U.  S.  and  other  exporting  countries  say  that  we're  making  a  conces- 
sion in  dropping  the  maximum  from  present  levels  to  $2,  and  that  there 
shouldn't  be  a  precipitous  drop  at  the  end  of  the  period. 

Another  point  under  discussion  is  agreement  on  minimum  amounts  of 
wheat  that  exporting  countries  will  agree  to  ship. ..and  importers  agree 
to  buy.., in  a  given  year. 

The  countries  are  pretty  hopeful  about  arriving  at  an  agreement... 
possibly  in  another  two  weeks. 
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On  the  Foot-and-Mouth  Front 

From  Mexico  this  week, ■ ye  hear  that  only  two  new  areas  of  foot-and-mouth 
infection  have  "been  found  in  Mexico  since  November  26. 0 .one  in  the  State  of 
Tabasco  and  "the  other  within  the  protective  zone  in  northern  Veracruz,  A 
total  of  ahout  1,000  cattle  were  slaughtered.    And  as  a  result,  the  northern 
quarantine  line  was  maintained  and  the  southeastern  line  was  restored.  Of- 
ficials say  there  is  still  a  "fighting  chance"  to  hold  the  present  lines. 
.  They  add  that  the  quarantine  lines  are  in  areas  where  cattle -raising  is  in- 
cidental, and  where  the  rural  population  is  scattered  and  relatively  unin- 
formed,, and  opposed  to  the  complete  eradication  program  carried  on  for  sev- 
eral months.    North  of  the  quarantine  line,  however,  is  the  large  commercial 
cattle -growing  area,  where  the  rural  population  has  much  the  same  concern 
over  foot-and-mouth  disease  as.  TJ.  S.  farmers,     If  there  should  "be  any  out- 
breaks in  this  region, ;  our  officials  look  for  much  stronger  support  for  all- 
out  eradication  than  within  the  present  infected  zone. 

Meanwhile,  work  was  scheduled  to  start  this  week  on  part  of  the  750 
miles  of  fence  along  the  quarantine  line. 

And,-  tomorrow,  a  shipment  of  vaccine  is  due  to  arrive  from  Holland,  to 
start  vaccinations  just  "below  and  above  the  northern  zone .    The  aim  is  for 
a  belt  of  immunized  cattle  in  the  northern  buffer  zone,  below  the  quaran- 
tine line.     Other  shipments  of  vaccine  are  due  soon.    And  Mexican  scientists 
:  have  started  making  vaccine  in  Mexico  City,    The  vaccine  now  available  gives 
■immunity  for  a  relatively  short  time,,. from  k  to  6  months. 

Here  in  Washington  last  week,  an-  advisory  committee  of  prominent  animal - 
disease  research  scientists  urged  immediate  U.  S,  action  on  research  on  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  control  problems . 

Portable  Irrigation  Systems 

For  10  years  or  so,  some  Lake  State  farmers  have  irrigated  potatoes 
with  portable  systems.    They  say  irrigation  gives  about  100  bushels  more  an 
acre. . .plus  improved  quality  potatoes  that  brought  premiums  up  to  20  cents 
a  bushel. 

At  Ik'J  prices,  an  engine,  pump,  portable  pipes,  and  sprinklers  to 
irrigate  80  acres  cost  $9,000  to  $10,000  or  about  $1.-20  a  foot  of  pipe. 
In  addition  to  irrigation  costs,  these  growers  use  about  twice  as  much 
fertilizer,  half  more  seed,  and  have  higher  spraying  costs.- 

A  USDA-University-of  Wisconsin  report  on  irrigating  potatoes  points 
out- that  portable  systems  are  being  used  in  Long  Is land ,  central  New 
.Jersey,  Maine,  and  other  important  potato  areas.    Developments  in  the 
Missouri  Valley  and  Northwest  may  create  further  interest  in  this  type  of 
irrigation. 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Lake  States  study,  .which 
includes  details  on  how  irrigation  is  done,  detailed  costs-,  and  so  on. 


-  k-  - 


WRGB's  Experience  in  Farm  Television 

NOTE:    Since  19^3'>  General  Electric  has  presented  upwards  of  35  or  40  farm 
television  shows  over  WRGB,  Schenectady.    We've  asked  RED  Bo"b  Child  of  WBGB- 
WGY  to  highlight  their  experience  and  thinking  on  TV  to  date.  . 

•  Boh  says,  "I  believe  there  is  no  agricultural' or  homemaking ..  sub ject 
which  cannot  be  handled  better  on  television  than  on  radio."    WRGB's  shows 
have  'covered  such  a  variety  of  topics  as  a  series  of  garden  shows  from  a 
garden  planted  beside  the  TV  studios... to  film  shows .. .dramette  of  a  "Kit- 
chen Mechanic". . » comedy  skit  with  phony  chef  ending  up  with  himself  and 
turkey  on  floor  as  pr-elude  to  .turkey  demonstration.  ..  dressmaking  demonstra- 
tion. . .brooder  equipment .. .demonstration  of  revised  school . bus.  law  with  toy 
autos,  roadway  model,  slides . ..hunting  accidents .prof essional  "Joe  Beaver" 
cartooning.  .  .film  from  nursery  school  on  "My  Child  Won't  Eat". ...  ..^-H  demon- 
stration..  .and  Christmas  on' the:  farm,  with  a  puppet  to  personify  the  spirit 
of  Christmas . 

On  the  question  of  professional  vs  subject  matter  talent,  Bob  says: 
"perhaps  the  most  important  point  I  have  learned... is  that  'on  set'  most 
subject  matter  specialists  are  at  a  very  definite  disadvantage,  and  pro- 
fessional talent  is  practically  a  'must.'     Of  course,  this  is  a  pretty  strong 
general  statement,  and  exceptions  prove  the  rule.    For  example,  Br.  F.  B. 
Wright/  inventor  of  the  automatic  egg  washer,  has  a  very  acceptable  camera 
presence  and  personality.     On  the  other  hand,  I  am  sure  that  90  percent  of 
our  shows  in  the  past  would  have  been  improved  had  we  insisted  on  the  subject 
matter  specialists  appearing  only  in  name  (on  a  final  slide)  as  'co-producers, 
and  not  before  the  cameras.    We  have  had  variable  success  with  their  appear- 
ing for  a  30-second  'recap'  at  the  end  of  the  dramatic  or  otherwise  human 
interest  presentation,  for  a  statement  of  the  great  and  noble  truth  just 
demonstrated. 

"Another  important  point  learned  about  television  production  is  that 
the  radio  farm  director,  if  he  is  to  be  a  television  farm  director,  will 
have  his  hands  more  than  full  seeing,  that  everything  goes  right  in  front 
of  and  behind  the  cameras,  without  getting  out  in  front  himself.     I  would 
recommend  that  everyone  going  into  farm  television  production  take  part 
in  a  show  or  two  to  appreciate  the  impact  of  a  barrage  of  lights,  keep- 
ing in  mind  exactly  where  he  should  stand  when  he  holds  up  a  Mcintosh  apple 
to  the  camera,  and  at  the  same  time  not  cutting  off  the  beautiful  blond  at 
his  right  shoulder  who  is  trying  to  decide  whether  to  buy  Mcintosh  or  Bald- 
wins, plus  looking  up  at  just  the  exact  moment  to  welcome  the  professional 
who  is  taking  the  part  of  an  agricultural  and  markets  fruit  inspector,  plus 
ad  infinitum.    In  other  words,  I  think  that  farm  television  definitely  re- 
quires practically  100  percent  professional  talent ' . 

As.  to  cost,  Bob  says  WEGB  Farm  Spotlight  "has  cost  us  an  average  of 
$100,  ranging  from  $50  to  $150".     In  a  letter  to  cooperating  agencies,  he 
explains  that  from  here  on  out  WEGB  will  provide  broadcast  time,  studio' 
facilities,  and  general  coordination  of  the  program.    The  cooperating 
agencies  will  be  asked  to  provide  or  pay  for  script,  talent,  scenery,  prop- 
erties, movie  film,  film  strips,  title  slides,  special  art,  costumes,  and 
comparable  program  incidentals,  all  of  which  add  up  to  the  average  of  $100 
per  show. " 
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Next  June,  WRGB  is  taking  its  studio  cameras .  outdoors  in  the  "backyard 
of  the  studio  to  do  a  show  on  modern  logging  equipment  which  will  "be  "brought 
right  into  the  "back  yard  of  the  studio.    As  soon  as  they  get  mobile  unit 
for  television,  Bob  says  "the  sky's  the  limit". 

From  now  through  June,  WRGB  has  farm  and  home  TV  shows  scheduled  for 
the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  the  month,    Boh  invites  RFD's  to  come  to 
Schenectady  to  see  a  show  in  production.    He  says,  "Just  let  us  know  when 
you're  coming  so  we  can  have  the  front  door  knob  polished  up." 

Boh  concludes  that  potentialities  of  TV  are  very  great.     "Take  for 
example,  the  demonstration  of  the  automatic  egg  washer  which  the  RFD  "boys 
saw  in  Chicago,     I  predict  that  if  a  poultryman  with  a  flock  large  enough 
to  justify  the  purchase  of  this  machine  saw  the  show,  he  could  "be  pretty 
easily  induced  to  "buy  one.  ....much  more  easily  than  after  hearing  the.  "best 
radio  show  that  could  he  produced  on  the  same  subject.    That  is,  he  has  seen 
what  the  machine  can  do,  even  to  the  point  of  how  it  handles  a  cracked  egg 
without  breaking  the  shell . " 


New  Publications 

"Distribution  of  the  Varieties  and  Classes  of  Wheat  in  the  United  States 
in  194V       gives  acreage,  where  grown,  and  brief  "biographical"  story  of 
each  of  main  varieties.     (Circular  No.  j6l) 

"Grain  Sorghum  Storage"       Discusses  best  type  of  storage,  handling 
sorghum  in  storage,  control  of  insects .     (Circular  No.  760) 

"The  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan"  --  is  revision  of  '38  publicatior 
(Misc.  Publication  300) 

"Buyers'  Suggestions  for  Expanding  Markets  and  Improving  Distribution 
of  Citrus  Juices"  --  quotes  opinions  of  large  number  of  buyers.     (Misc.  Kept. 
114) 

"Production  of  Spinach"  --  is  revision  of  popular  leaflet,  (Leaflet 
No.  128) 

"Ozone  in  Relation  to  Storage  of  Apples"  --  says  ozone  controls  sur- 
face molds  on  packages  and  walls.     (Circular  No<  7^5) 

"Meat  Animals  --  Farm  Production  and  Income  --  Revised  Estimates  by 
States"  --  includes  tables  by  types  of  animals  and  by  States.     (BAE  Report) 

"Wheat"        is  one  of  commodity  series  of  FAC ...  containing  comprehensive 
information  from  various  countries  on  yields,  production,  prices,  bilateral 
agreements,  international  wheat  agreements,  etc.     (FAO  No.  2) 

"The  Fresh-Vegetable  Industry  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  -- 
A  Review  of  Wartime  Developments."     (i.A.C.  Series,  No.  5) 

NOTE:    Single  copies  of  foregoing  publications  available  to  FFD's. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Beaty  Meets  with  NAB  Committee 

RFD  Layne  Beaty  of  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  was  in  town  this  week  for  a  session 
of  the  Program  Executive  Committee  of  NAB.    Layne  speaks  with  satisfaction 
about  the  new  recognition  of  agricultural  programs  in  NAB  circles,  and  pays 
compliments  to  RED  Herb  Plambeck  of  WHO,  Des  Moines  for  his  spadework  in 
furthering  such  recognition.    Later  in  the  spring,  the  Program  Executive 
Committee's  subcommittee  on  agricultural  broadcasting  is  getting  together 
to  discuss  plans  for  expanding  and  improving  broadcasting  in  rural  areas. 
Layne  is  chairman  of  the  subcommittee. 

Langf itt  Off  to  Central  America 

RED  Merrill  Langf itt  of  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  is  going  international 
again  ..this  time,  shipping  from  New  Orleans  Feb.  21  to  spend  the  rest  of 
February  and  possibly  all  of  March  in  Guatemala  and  other  Central  American 
countries.    Chief  aim  is  to  take  in  the  dedication  of  the  Tropical  Research 
Center  at  Antigua,  March  6,  to  be  aired  on  "The  American  Farmer"  (ABC  Net- 
work) that  dayv    Merrill  says  that  the  late  Earl  E.  May,  who  founded  his 
company,  gave  about  $100,000  to  Iowa  State  College  to  establish  the  Center. 
It's  working  on  corn,  and  other  'crops, 

Merrill  says  he'll  also  do  tape  and  wire  recordings,  and  news  stories 
for  Midwestern  weekly  and  daily  small-town  papers. 

Last  year,  Merrill  went  to  Greece,  Italy,  and  Spain. 

RFD'ing  for  City  Farmers 

Howard  Keddie  at  KSDJ  in  San  Diego  says  that  a  recent  check  of  city 
listeners  gave  his  12:45  noon  show  second  highest  rating.    He  points  out  that 
the  city  has  7  stations,  and  close  by  is  Tia  Juana  with  8  stations,  and 
Los  Angeles.    He  says  the  survey  indicates- that  his  show  is  getting  the 
farmers'  story  to  city  listeners,  too. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

for  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosures : 


19^7  Production  of  Certified  Seed  Potatoes 
(Watch  for  background  story  on  this  en-  . 
closure  in  next  week's  letter.) 
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